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Dear Friends of Great Lakes 
Science Center,
As we reflect upon the year, we are filled with an 
overwhelming sense of pride and gratitude for all 
the extraordinary achievements of FY24, all made 
alongside incredible support from community 
members like you. 

From the opening of the Cleveland Creates Gallery 
presented by Sherwin-Williams—highlighting the 
innovative contributions of Northeast Ohio—to 
the Total Eclipse Fest which put us at the ‘center 
of the universe’ for an amazing moment in time, 
the Science Center delivered on all fronts, making 
science, technology, engineering, and math come 
alive. 

This year we also expanded our Robotics Initiative 
to serve six Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
teams, including the first all-girl, districtwide team! 
The teams successfully pursued victory at numerous 
FIRST Robotics competitions across the Midwest, 
and additionally changed the lives of children in the 
Dominican Republic with 3-D printed prosthetics. 

Our commitment to ensuring access to STEM 
experiences continues as we work with Title-I 
eligible school districts to provide opportunities to 
visit and engage with the Science Center. 

This momentous year would not have been possible 
without the devoted support of friends like you. We 
look forward to sharing more exciting developments 
as well as new experiences to come at the Science 
Center soon.

Yours in Curiosity,
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Mission 
To make science, 
technology, engineering 
and math come alive. 

Vision
A community where all people 
value science, technology, 
engineering and math to inform 
decision-making and enrich lives.

302,166
Total attendance

100,091
Free visitors

5,053
Students served offsite

28,649
Students on a field trip
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Revenue & 
Support

Total Revenue 

$8,839,594

Earned Revenue  

$4,991,637
Contributed Revenue  

$3,498,758
Other Revenue

(federal grants, endowment transfer) 

$349,199

The Science Center 
continues to make the 
most of its resources 
to further its mission. 
In FY24 we celebrated 
Total Eclipse Fest, 
groundbreaking 
educational 
programming, school 
break camps, field trips, 
and more, and brought 
more than 300,000 
guests through our 
doors. We maintain 
an unwavering 
commitment to the 
families and children 
throughout our region 
and are a place where 
they can come to learn, 
experiment and grow.

Expenses

Program 
Expenses  

Management 

Fundraising  9%
9%

82%
4%

39%57%
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Manufacturing Day 2023 
Presented by Rockwell Automation and Swagelok
The Science Center welcomed nearly 600 students from 18 middle and high schools across Northeast Ohio 
for its third annual Manufacturing Day on October 3, 2023. Presenting sponsors Rockwell Automation and 
Swagelok were among nine industry-leading corporate partners that brought more than 200 volunteers to 
the event. The program introduced students to a wide variety of manufacturing careers through hands-on 
demonstrations, mentorship sessions, and a manufacturing career expo on the Promenade.

The Science Center’s Manufacturing Day is a national model that inspires the next generation of the STEM 
workforce by connecting students with industry professionals across the region. As technology rapidly 
advances and gives rise to new careers, the Science Center continues to play a critical role in the region’s 
workforce development landscape.

Design & Build 2024
Presented by Parker Hannifin
Teams competed in the Science Center’s 13th annual 
Design & Build competition in March. Nine corporate and 
six student teams raced against the clock to complete a 
total eclipse-themed engineering challenge with a design 
that could beat the competition. In the end, the teams 
from Lincoln Electric and the Science Center’s very own 
MC2 STEM High School took home the win. 

Design & Build challenges participants to think creatively 
and collaboratively to solve engineering problems in a 
team-building competition. As a public event, families and 
guests also have the opportunity to root for their favorite 
teams throughout the competition.
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Camp 
Curiosity
Presented by Timken 

We know children thrive on the fun of 
learning new things and challenging 
themselves with new experiences. 
Camp Curiosity offers children in 
grades K-6 the opportunity to explore 
a variety of STEM themes, experience 
unforgettable science adventures, 
grow their interests, and develop their 
communication and problem-solving 
skills, all while having fun!

Robotics Initiative
Great Lakes Science Center’s Robotics Initiative is a 
collaboration with Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
that provides high school students with the resources, 
mentorship and guidance to participate in FIRST Robotics 
Competitions. More than 120 CMSD students participated 
in the 2024 season, organized into five school-based 
teams, and Lady Voltage, the first all-girl districtwide 
team. Participation encourages a culture of teamwork and 
inclusion, allowing students to build a community and find 
their place in STEM while also experiencing exponential 
growth in not only robotics and coding skills, but also 
communication, problem-solving and leadership.

The Robotics Initiative continued its community service 
work with the medical mission non-profit, IMAHelps. This 
organization has made a profound difference in the lives of 
our robotics students. This summer, a group of students and 
mentors traveled to the Dominican Republic for a medical 
mission where the group delivered prosthetic devices they 
designed and made for children in need. Students continue 
to gain valuable, real-world skills through this partnership, 
boosting their self-confidence about how they can make a 
lasting impact.

Additionally, the Science Center trained 30 CMSD interns in 
partnership with the Y.O.U. (Youth Opportunities Unlimited) 
Summer Employment Program. The program provided 
more than 200 hours of intensive robotics training for new 
and returning CMSD students, combining a set of engaging 
robotics-themed, hands-on projects with weekly career 
exploration field trips.

194

2,266

46%

scholarships awarded

camper registrations

campers attended 
multiple sessions
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For those who witnessed the total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024, 
they will never forget where they were on that historic day. And 
for 16,700 guests, that location was right here at the Science 
Center for Total Eclipse Fest, produced in collaboration with 
our partners at NASA’s Glenn Research Center. 

Over the three days of the event, close to 37,000 guests 
visited the festival grounds contributing to the almost $25 
million regional impact from eclipse related events that drew 
more than 90,000 people total. It was the largest event ever 
produced in the museum’s 28 year history, with guests coming 
from across the country and even from as far away as Japan. 
Nearly 40 media outlets from around the world were onsite 
bringing the Science Center unparalleled exposure, along with 
hundreds of volunteers, performing arts groups, a massive 
display of assets from our partners at NASA, an amazing 
performance by the Cleveland Orchestra, and dozens of 
community organizations and sponsors.

The incredible celestial event was enough to bring together 
thousands of spectators for a collective cultural experience 
that can all too often seem fleeting in today’s divisive world. 
Planning for this massive undertaking began more than a year 
in advance, with the Science Center leading efforts to educate 
the public about how to safely view the eclipse. This once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity demonstrated the mission of the Science 
Center of bringing STEM to life.

Total Eclipse Fest

Scan here to learn 
more about the Eclipse 
Fest’s impact!
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The Science Center opened the Cleveland Creates 
Gallery, presented by The Sherwin-Williams Company, 
on February 23, 2024. The exhibit is the culmination of 
a decade of workforce development partnerships and 
programming. The project transformed a previously 
underutilized area into two distinct levels, with the 
significant addition of a floor, leading to the creation of 
the new Cleveland Creates Gallery, as well as a new 
classroom, the Transdigm Group Learning Center, and 
the Rockwell Automation Robotics Lab.  

In the Cleveland Creates Gallery, guests explore 
technology, sensors, data and remote robotics, all 
core concepts for the emerging tech of advanced 
manufacturing in Northeast Ohio. It showcases roles 
and technologies related to data and cybersecurity, 
automation, and advanced manufacturing. 

Cleveland 
Creates 
Gallery
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Opening day of the Cleveland Creates Gallery 
was complemented by more than 400 students 
from 10 different schools across Northeast 
Ohio joining us for an Emerging Tech Career 
Expo, sponsored by Saint-Gobain, including 
programming representatives from The Sherwin-
Williams Company, Timken, Rockwell Automation, 
Swagelok, Olympic Steel, Vitamix, NASA’s Glenn 
Research Center, Moen and PNC Bank.

The Cleveland Creates Gallery represents a 
significant $4.9 million investment to prioritize 
public access, inclusion, and compelling learning 
experiences at the Science Center. It connects 
guests with interactive exhibits that explore the tools, 
skills and job opportunities related to advanced 
manufacturing here in Northeast Ohio, with a focus 
on the people who make things in our region. 

The Science Center knows that exposure to the 
many different STEM career opportunities is a 
critical step in helping students see who they can 
become. We are committed to breaking down 
barriers and increasing awareness about the STEM 
workforce of today and tomorrow, especially for 
those traditionally underrepresented in STEM 
fields. Our region’s strength depends on the 
children of today seeing themselves confidently in 
the STEM-rich workforce of tomorrow. 

The Cleveland Creates Gallery would not have 
been possible without the support of Jobs Ohio 
and The Sherwin-Williams Company, both of 
which have been essential in the changing face of 
advanced manufacturing and industry in Cleveland.



$1,000,000+
Parker Hannifin

$500,000 - $999,999
PPG Industries
State of Ohio

$100,000 - $499,999
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
Jack, Joseph, and Morton 
Mandel Supporting Foundation
PNC Bank
The Nancy Andrews Family 
Foundation
Timken Company

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
Argosy Foundation
Cuyahoga County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities
Kulas Foundation
Medical Mutual
Ohio CAT
Rockwell Automation
The Char and Chuck Fowler 
Family Foundation
The George Gund Foundation
The Nord Family Foundation
Thomas F. Peterson Charitable 
Trust
Zest Pediatric Network

$25,000 - $49,999
Bank of America
Cleveland-Cliffs Inc.
David and Inez Myers 
Foundation of the Jewish 
Federation
KeyBank
Moen Inc.
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District
Oatey Foundation
Ohio Lottery Commission
PwC
Swagelok Company
Tektronix Foundation
The Bruening Foundation
The Chaffee Family Foundation
The Cleveland Foundation
The Lincoln Electric Company
The Malcolm E. Kenney 
Foundation

The Ohio Tuition Trust Authority
The Sam J. Frankino Foundation
The Sherwin-Williams 
Company
The Thomas H. White 
Foundation, a KeyBank Trust

$10,000 - $24,999
ABARTA Coca-Cola Beverages, 
LLC
Anonymous (2)
ARES Corporation
Avery Dennison Corporation
Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP
Data Genomix
Dorn Family Foundation
Eaton
Lakeside Foundation
M.E. & F.J. Callahan Foundation
Martha Holden Jennings 
Foundation
MilliporeSigma
NOPEC
nVent Foundation
Saint-Gobain North America
ShurTech Brands, LLC
Teach for America, Inc.
The Abington Foundation
The Dorr Foundation
The George W. Codrington 
Charitable Foundation
The Joan P. Wenk Charitable 
Fund
The John P. Murphy Foundation
The Park Foundation
The Stocker Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
ABM Parking Services
BakerHostetler
Discount Drug Mart
Drake Construction Company
Enbridge Gas Ohio
FIRST
Great Lakes Brewing Company
Héroux-Devtek, Inc.
Lakeside Facility Services
Montrose Kia
Nordson Corporate Foundation
Olympic Steel, Inc.
O'Neill Brothers Foundation

Corporation and Foundation Giving
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Scan here or visit
GreatScience.com/
get-involved
to learn more!

Donor 
Recognition

10



Individual Giving

$200,000+
Anonymous
Billie and John Rawot

$100,000 - $199,999
Bob and Mia Graf
Katinka Domotorffy and Ben 
Sprenger

$25,000 - $99,999
Carol Ann Barnak
Char and Chuck Fowler
Albert B. and Audrey G. Ratner
Bill and Nancy Seelbach

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Jeanette G. Brown
Daniel J. Connor
Michael J. Lisman
Alex and Carol Machaskee
Linda Rae and Andrew Hertz
Lisa Ward

$5,000 - $9,999
Mark W. Barker
Susan and Patrick Flaherty
Steven A. Karklin
Stewart A. Kohl
Jennifer Mathewson
Raymond K. Mueller
Jack and Marsha Myslenski
Michael F. Ripich
Douglas and Stefanie Smith
Diana and Steve Strongosky
Bill and Pam Summers
Bud and Donna Thomas
Stephen E. Wall
Lisa Ward

$2,500 - $4,999
Jean Angus
Mitchell G. Blair
Aaron T. Bores
Jennifer A. Carpenter
Ryan and Charlotte Conlon
Becky Dunn
Kenneth Gavrity
Shawn M. Horner
Ben Mackovak
Brian McDonald
Christopher M. Miklich
Adam D. Munson
David Mustin
Aram Nerpouni
Thomas P’Simer
Jim and Megan Slater

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Theodore R. Evans
Robert Haber and Mary Ellen 

Brook
JoAnn and James Kenyon
Howard L. and Ruth Ann Lewis 
Foundation
William and Joyce Litzler
Gilbert and Carol Lowenthal
Robert P. Madison
Tom and Paulette Matthews
Jared and Hannah Moritz
Badri K. Narayanan
Anand Patel
Diana Planton
Richard W. Pogue
David Reynolds
Herbert Schilling
Sally Z. Sears
Bill and Nancy Seelbach
Marjorie B. Shorrock
Derek N. Spencer
Kenneth E. Taylor
Peter and Penny Thomas
Donald and Katie Woodcock

$500 - $999
Peter Adamek and Terri Coyne
Menucha and William Baum
Patricia J. Britt
Marzell Brown
Liz Conway
Robert and Eleanor Dreshfield
Eric Fiala
David J. Fornari
Eric S. Gordon
The Gries Family Foundation
Sarah Jane and Justin Hess
Richard Horvitz and Erica 
Hartman-Horvitz
Patricia and Michael Kaunitz
Margaret and Gerrit Kuechle
In memory of Ronald L. Leach
Barbara and Mark Mazzone
Robert Moll and Maura Hughes
Sheena Monetti
Brian and Joan Naro
LaRese B. Purnell
Tim and Laurie Runyan
Meredith M. Seikel
Kim Snipes
Brian Wall - In honor of Stephen 
Wall
Stacie Wenk
Thomas M. Wladyka

$250 - $499
Michelle and Frederic Ahlgren
Anonymous
Thomas G. Brick
John and Marlene Brinzo
Peter Buca

Reshae Davenport and Deatrus 
Onifade
Rosanne Druian
Katrina Evans
Jonathan A. Fuller
Charles and Marie Grossman
Ann Marie Hawkins
Richard J. Jeschelnig
Christopher and Christina Keller
Wendy and Tom Kulick
Kenneth and Anne Love
Luciano Family Foundation
Jacqueline Luzar and Ross 
Nelson
Ken Morgan
Margaret and Tim Ogonek
William A. Papenbrock
George J. Picha
Marcia and Gregory Polyak
Tiffany Sedlacek
Nancy Wolf
Phillip and Maureen Zito

$100 - $249
Tom Abelson
Craig A. Adams
Anonymous (2)
Maria Babula
Emma Batt
Lisa A. Benedetti
Hillel J. Chiel
Dorothy Crouch
Charles Cushwa
Mary Lou Durkin
Cheyenne Eaton
Barbara L. Goodin
Michael J. Horvitz
Valerie A. Hughes
Bob M. Ingersoll
Robert S. Kunkel
Robert W. Livingston
Richard Lorentz
Jean McAuliffe
Mark E. Nowacki
Theodore Robbins
Edward J. Rockwood
In memory of Kathy Mead Skerritt
John M. Smith
Richard W. Spurney
Lorraine S. Szabo
Joseph H. Thomas
Deborah A. Wadden
Jearl D. Walker
Lois and Loring Wandless
Stephen D. Warner
James W. Wood
Gerald M. Yosowitz

RPM International Inc.
Society for Information 
Management (Cleveland 
Chapter)
The Huntington National Bank
The Kaulig Foundation
The Labcorp Charitable 
Foundation
The Louise H. & David S. Ingalls 
Foundation
The Murch Foundation
The Pentair Foundation
The Sisler McFawn Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Applied Industrial Technologies
BWX Technologies, Inc
Cargill Incorporated
Ciuni & Panichi, Inc.
Clearstead
Event Network
GE Aerospace Foundation
Gilbane Building Company
Gorman-Lavelle Corporation
Hamiliton Beach Brands 
Holding Company
Hanes Family Foundation
Judy and Peter Blum Kovler 
Foundation
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory
MacGillivray Freeman Films 
Educational Foundation
NACCO Industries, Inc.
Nordson Corporation
Republic Services
Ricoh USA, Inc.
Robert P Madison International, 
Inc.
S. Livingston Mather Charitable 
Trust
STERIS Corporation
TEGNA Foundation
The Giant Eagle Foundation
The Harry K. Fox and Emma R. 
Fox Charitable Foundation
The Helen F. Stolier and Louis 
Stolier Family Foundation
The Laub Foundation
The S.K. Wellman Foundation
United Way
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Centennial Celebration of the 
Steamship William G. Mather
Anchor Ball: Thursday May 22, 2025 

A celebration a century in the making! We will mark the centennial of 
the “Ship that Built Cleveland” starting with a cocktail hour on the ship, 
followed by dinner and the official unveiling of the new Mather exhibit. 

Special Historic Mather Exhibit: May 23 - September 1, 2025

A new exhibit inspired by the Mather will include highlighting Great 
Lakes freighter history as well as showcasing the future of the Great 
Lakes shipping industry.


